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Study faults
some drug

donations

THE FINANCIAL TIMES

Up to two-fifths of drugs donated
to developing countries were not re-
quested by the recipient govern-
ments, while about one-third were
within a year of their expiration date,
says a survey to be published today.

The two-year study, carried out
by the Harvard School of Public
Health, follows reports that “inap-
propoate” medicines, such as lip
balm and anti-smoking devices, were
shipped to refugee camps in former
Yugoslavia.

Critics have suggested that phar-
maceutical companies, spurred by
tax breaks, use donations to clear
their warechouses of old dmugs. Be-
cause of poor distribution systems,
especially in times of war or natural
disaster, dmgs often expire before
they reach patients, saddling recipi-
ent governments with the cost of de-
stroying them.

Dr. Michael Reich, author of the
study sponsored by the Partnership
for Quality Medical Donations, a
consortium of pharmaceutical com-
panies and non-governmental organ-
izations, said most donated drugs
were useful and with a sufficient
sheli life.

But he said a significant propor-
tion of donations did not meet these
criteria, a problem that should be ad-
dressed through better communica-
tion between companies, aid groups
and governments.

“There's no question that tax
breaks provide an incentive for com-
panies to make donations,” Reich
said, The intention, however, was
for taxpayers to subsidize the redis-
tribution of drugs to needy coun-
tries, not to encourage dumping.

Reich also said it was not easy to
determine the appropriateness of a
drug. “It's certainly conceivable that
refugees who leave everything be-
hind might need lip balm."

_He also said it might be appropri-
ate to supply drugs with less than a
year to go before expiration — the
cut-off point recommenced by the
World Health Organization — if re-
cipient countries could make swift
use of it. The Harvard study found

that 6 percent of drugs sent had only
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